
17
Assessment of patient with 

signs / symptoms of possible PTL A = Annotation

no

no

no

A

19
Obstetric / medical 

consultation as indicated; treat 
per standard emergency medical 

and obstetric procedures

18

Patient and / or 
fetus medically

stable?

yes

yes

yes

21
See Management of Preterm
Labor with ROM or Bleeding

algorithm, box # 69

yes
27

See Management of Prodromal 
Preterm Labor

algorithm, box # 35

24
Consider OB 

consult

20

SSE shows rupture
of membranes
or bleeding?

22

Further medical evaluation

23

Cervix long, 
closed, firm, high 

and posterior?

A

A

no

26

Cervix 30-70%
effaced, < 2 cm dilated,

and contracting?

yes

yes

29
See Management of Active

Preterm Labor
algorithm, box # 51

no

no

28

Cervix 2-5 cm
dilated, and less than

80% effaced?

31

Safe to transfer or
transport mother prior 

to birth?

30

Cervix dilated 5+ cm/
Advanced preterm labor

A

A

32
Preterm delivery / Neonatal

 transport of infant to
appropriate facility

34

Preterm delivery

33
Transfer mother to 

appropriate level of care
for preterm delivery

This algorithm applies to singleton pregnancies only. 
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Management of Signs/Symptoms of Preterm Labor (PTL) Algorithm
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Management of Labor

25

Assessment includes:
17

•  Fetal fibronectin testing
•  Sterile speculum exam
•  Determine contraction
   pattern
•  Determine fetal well-being
•  Lab tests

See ICSI Routine
Prenatal guideline


